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Highfliers fill Mission Bay sKky

SDKC'’s May general meeting another success

ByTorriCable

drove along Sea World driveon May 16,

1992, formy firstclub meeting since
changingmy daysofftorescmblea
normal persons life. 1 knew it was going
tobe a good meeting when I saw all the single line
kites in the air from a mile away. Oursky looked
fantastic,and as I rounded the curve infrontof
“south of the Hilton” the whole field was breath-

taking.

The cast of characters

Pauland Dorine Imbach bad their gorgeous,
prizewinning kites in the air, while Leo and Marian

Eymanhad award
5 the whole

bannel'sspltllln:er uni
bty field was
breathtaking

Marianalsobas tiny

little kites thatdeserve

areally closeuplook.

John Wemer and his wife Kate came down from
Sunland so that Johncould give us a seminar onkite
building with bamboo and other “conventional”
kiting materials, Thanks topeopk like Johnand
Kateourmeetings are quite varied and everyone’s
interests getaddressed.

Larry and Connie Morgannotonly putup kites but
also helped Fred and Diana Martincook and sell hot
dogs onthe grill provided by JimandPaula
O’Bryant.

Jose Sainz brought his son, who became our
official ticket picker, as well as putting up his
spectacularkites withhis dad. Alsoinevidence
were Fredaand Virgil Dalton -amazing to see
Virgil out and about whena week earlier he’d had
neurosurgery. Our“beloved founder” Dan Willan
broughthis kids and hiskites. Tommy and Steve
Johannesen joined Jim Nettles, Chuck Brooks,
Steve Coates, Dennis Erwin, Don Johnston with
Kendra, Chip Spectand hisdaughters, Rayna and
Maya, as well asRoger McComb, Tom Huntley,
and Ed and Gail Lindsey.

Local enthusiast Mr. Bill

M, Bill setup his huge kite and spinners next to
sidewalk and many of us had achance to stop by
and say hello to this well known, local kiting
enthusiast.

Lee Hobbyand Ray Poirier, Abe Fishman, Jim
Bonnardel, Mike Moore, and Roger Carlsonflew or
helped out, or spectated depending ontheirinclina-
tion at the time. Walt Thompson and Ron
Despojado officiated atthe meeting thenhad a
chancetofly. Bill Paul flew his Rev, Ray Miller
and Eric Olaes brought their stacks, and Randy Tom
had hisalso. Don Studebaker brings up the list of
all the members and fliers who helped make this
suchagreatday. Weshould do thismore often,

right?

Also, congratulations to DianaMartinfor
winningJoseSainz's beautiful original
rokkaku. We'realljealous!
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Lines fromthe President...

Whatayear! Westartedout 1992 withaNew
Year’s DayFly and potluck. Noreal wind but those
ofus there had a great time getting to know each
otherbetter, Kite talk with friends was the best way

tobeginthis year.

Randy Thom’s workshop added anew dimensionto
kiting for somany of us. [even started sewing and
tryingto applique. Randy made it look so easy.
Then Jose Sainz’s easy going manner made the
processdoableandsstill look easy. Personally I'm
still struggling with that sewing machine but L have
acool kite bag that Imade.

Having the Revolution brothersata general meeting
mened many toward quadlining. Mike Sterling and
his Cyborgs was almostas excitingas Mike and his
enthusiasm for the sport we enjoy. Skip Parks
showingusatanother meeting about his Banshees
and how to fly them backwards extended our
horizons. Top of The Line with Don Tabor, Dom
and gang not only showed their new products (love
that Kona)but spent the afternoon withus showing
us how they do their magic. There was more but you
getthedrift.

Each general meeting wasbetter attended than the
previous and we had skyloads of fun. Could it get
better? The May general meeting was devoted to
single line kites. The high flyers practically covered
the sky and drew spectators fromall around. John
‘Werner’s brief workshopin the foreground about
kites and kitemaking was impressive. While he was
showing us howto splitbamboo I could see the
camivalof colorinthe background. Whata
juxtaposition - John (from Walt Disney Imagineer-

ing) wielding ancient tools while thousands of yards
orripstop sparredin AFC toGraphite danced inthe
skybeyond.

The SanDiego Kite Clubis still hereand doing
well despite some rumorstothe contrary. If you
have any questions thencall our KITELINE at
(619)222-9300.Outgoing messagesare updated
frequently and you canleave amessage. Youshould
receive areply in 24-48 hours at the mostor minutes
atthe best,

During our June General Meeting we’llhave an
afternoon withRonReich. Bring your best stunters.
InJuly Team Zephyrus will be down and Chuck
Bradford {our AKA regional rep) will answer any
questions you can throw athim. July isalsoour
anniversary month and we will have elections. You
want to becomemore involved? Send the Board of
Directors Nominating Committee a line. Have
someone inmind who istoo shy to volunteer? You
cansend inanomination(check with that person
firstplease). So farmy basic rule of not forcing
anyoneto go beyond theircomfortlevel of involve-
ment has worked and I will continue with it. Ok
sometimes'malittle pushy, but youand all of us
are here to enjoy this sportof kiting inas many
ways as WE want. If you want to sit athome and
sometimes come to ameeting that’s ok. If you want
tobeareal sparkplug and getimmersed inmany
details that’s ok too.

Good Winds,
/) )



Rosarito Beach Festival cancelled

’{romoter cites sponsorship problemsforce cancellation atlast minute

By Joe Fisher--Due to problems that I couldnot
belp, I'mforced to cancel the Rosarito Beach Kite
Festivaland

Competition, just
one month from the
eventdate and over
one yearof plan-
ning. I'msure you
would like to know
thereasons, I'lliry
tokeepitshort.

all of asuddenl

started having

sponsorhip
problems

The check has been cut, trust me

First of all the hotel told us that the 13-14 of June
had no programs so it wasclear. Thatbecame the
date. Next- abouta monthago I found out that they
set the same date for their Seafood Fair. Allofa
sudden| started having sponsor probiems. For
example, they dropped the amount of their commit-
ments. They made outacheck, so they say, thatI
never saw. The Seafood Fair did notbother the
#~ite Festival and Competition, it only madethe
-eventmore desirable. The problem was thatthey
needed sponsors for the Seafood Fairas well. Well,
I'msure youcan guess. Suddenly they were
expressing tome their preference onsponsors,and
atthe same time a $20,000 commitmerit became
$5,000. Puttwo and two together and the answer
is-lessmoney.

" he'snotin at the moment.."

Why pay more when the Kite Festival is going to

be there anyway? Okay, I thought, I’ll just go with
theirminimumand getanother sponsor, and let the
Festival pay foriiself, Herel go again. Onemonth

I'm already working ?igd
on the next one

Torres,
ownerofthe
hotel telling
me, “I just
taliked tothem, yourcheck isready”. I call the
sponsor and gotone month of being told “He isnot
in but I’ll have him call you™ or “he got your
fﬁlsssage”. Butnever did they returnany of my

' . Time was running out. Withdeepregretit

became necessary to cancel the Rosarito Kite

Festival and Competition.

ButIneverquit. I'malready
working on the next one and this
timeeveryone paysupfront.

Again, Iapologizetoalland I'm
very committed to the San
DiegoKite Club. Thank you
Jim O’ Bryantand his friends, If
the festival were to be, it could
never happen withoutJim and
the San Diego Kite Club. Also
thanks to the manufacturers-Top

of the Line, Hyperkites, and Revolution.

Control Challenge Series

By L. E, Funt--San Diegokite flyers, clamoring for
acompetitive event toreplace the now defumct
Belmont Competition, have been seen gathering at
the eastend of Dusty Rhodes Park, Thereason:a
Control Challenge, organized and sponsored by All

About Kites inPoint Loma.

What is a Control Challenge? Itisatimed, obstacle
course, compulsoryfigureeight event that chal-
lenges a flyer’sability tocommand the kite.
Competitionis geared to threelevels. Event
organizers Jim Nettles and Chuck Brooks saya
quadline chatienge isin the works. The eventis
scheduled for the first Saturday of eachmonth,

excepting Saturday July 4, which will be postponed

to Sunday July 5.

Winners forthe May 2 competition are Larry Hiil,
with a lightning fast time of 16:91 secondsinLevel
1. Fred Martin took Level Il witha time 0£23:69
seconds. Only onepersonattempted Level IT1, and
competitors and spectatorsall had a great time.

Pleasecometo helpus build this into a friendly
competitivekiteflying arena for the aspiring stunt
kite flyer, Starting timeis betweennoonand 1 pm,

dependingon wind.

Formoreinformationcall224{ |

Inspeaking withJoe Fisher, itwasevident
that dreams do die hard, butlife goes on.
Kiting isawonderful sport: freedom, fresh
air,comraderie,all af these plus other
positivefeelings. However, the hardfacts of
reality- specifically "the bottomline", does
unfortunatly factorinto all of this. We
definetly commendJoefor all his effortsand
wish him all the best for the next one. SDKC
will again welcomethe opportunity to assist
asispossible.

--Editor
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Taste of tit1 Part 2
By Dan Willan--The next day I wentagainst slightly changed direction. Soas we startedtoflyl
Richard VanMechelen. Hehad taken3rdplaceat  picked up my spool and stood nextto him. This
the AKA conventionin 1989, Hehadalsoleamed  wasamajorchangehoweveryone wasflying.
Thisisparttwoand | his fighterkite skills from Victor Heredia, soI Before most flyers we stayingas far away as
conclusionof DanWillan's | knewIwasinstore fora challenge. Vanbronght possible. WellI feltIneeded tochange the scheme
competitionexperiences | outa“Fireball Vic’s Fighter” that Thad watched of things. It worked pretty well-1sbook his
him fly earlierinpractice. Asthejudgecalled confidence. He wasmore concerned aboutme than
“ready, set, go!”, Thad a kmot in my stomach the fighting. Weexchanged points witheachother.
size of abeachball. We battled back and forth. 1 Afterquite abattle I won thematch.
would again and again try to gethim in a position
forakilland Van would return the favor, Idon’t The battle for bragging
knowhow]didit but Ieventualy eliminated him rights asboys
fromthe competition. It wasn’teasy, that’s for sure. they
| AsIwaited for the outcome of th
Mynextchallengerwouldbe CharlieM’Clary. T porsiehar mg;d o Srotofme. 1 was usedto
had flown againsthim in earlier competitions that treated to watching Johnny amiDavid rule the
sm:; mds hasitthey ended up getting matched above
points, I "2k he wasmore concerned ammh?‘hﬁmlhgm?wggl the
: . . While watching them fly agains
thoughtto withme thanfighting mﬁmmm: anearlier town
myselfInceded conversationThad with David Tan.
anedge overhim. Aswe gotready,Iwasto Hementicnedasboys theyused o lhey
Charlies lpft onthe ﬁelf.lof battle.Ilook.ed atthe 1o the skies above the town they livedin -~
way the wind was blowing and saw that ithad livedin. They would use glass 7
cutting line and fly from a spot that

NEW
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overlooked the city, sometimes finding their
victims up to amile away. They grew up in India.
Theyhad beenflying since they were six yearsold.
Watching their kites streak across the sky, Icould
almostimagine them as children doing the same
thing that they are now doingas adults. The points
wereaccumufatingin David’sfavor. Asthe
familiesof eachmancheered themon, the outcome
would notchange. David won the challenge
between these twochildhood friends.

Body Tremors

Weilitbecame my turn to step up to the challenge
of David Tan. As the announcer jeered me asI
walked onto the field, I was trying to collectmy
thoughts that were scattered acrossthe field. By
now,notonly did T have that butterfly feeling inmy
stomach, I also had a fullblowncase of the body
tremors, As! tried to straighten ontmy line it just
gotmore tangled. SoItook aseriesof deepbreaths
and handed mykite to Jim O’Bryant.

Ilaid out the line ashe walked away. I tried to
remember some of the strategy that I thought of



while watching David and Johnny’s battle. Atthat
verymomentmy mind went blank- I started io
breathe faster and my hands started to sweat. It was
notagood sign when your about to startina
mpetition. Thenext thing [heard was “ready, set,

¥ "$o!” Asthe twokites climbed together, I suddenty

noticed David’skite
changedirection
and divetoward the
ground. Itstopped
andhoveredina
perfectcircleabout
2 feetfromthe
ground. Well not to be outdone, I felt withall the
practice Thad, Icould dothesame. Ichanged
directionand putmykite abous 3 feetabove the
ground in a tight circle. Well we did this fora few
minutes until one of us decided tochallenge the
other. I snuck myXkite into a position to get David’s
line. Yeah!I1gotapointonhim. ThenI gotanother
one. Then]gotone of thosenasty knots fromhell
inmy line. A time out wascalled while I sorted
this mess out. I then cutaway the affected partof
the line and tied itback together. AsIwas trim-
ming the knots with my teeth, George the an-
nouncer, was commenting on whata bizarre place
tobe flossing my teeth. The crowd was amused by
the announcer’scomments.

Suicidal Kite

"what abizarre
placeto beflossing
my teeth”

f,\meldwsmkﬂightto the air again. Unfortunately
my kite decided it was time to be abad kite. It
threw itself on the ground, well at least that what it
looked like to me. All1was tryingtodo washover
itinatight turna foot above the ground. Thekite
had it own mind to what it wanted to do. Sonow I
amone down on points. All Davidneeded todo
was score one more point to win. As the kites took
off again, I watched David’skite go to the right of
the field then hover ina tight turn about two feet
above the ground. I took mykite and placed it
about five feet fromhis ina hover about the same
height. I was trying to time the turn of my kite to
theupward swing of his string. Aboutthe timel
was ready to go for the kill, I pulled onthe string
and, wouldn’t you know it, my kite was pointed
down, not to the proper angle and crashed
ungracefully tothe ground.

Setand match David Tan.

This competitiontaught me one thing. Youcan
never practice enough at sorething that you want to
excel at. Iwould like to thank everyone who was
ﬂj;]volved withthe above mentioned events. With-

ut their enthusiasm and love of kiting, events like
these would not happen.

"Tako Kichi"

Thisletter is courtesy of our archivist Charlie
M’ Clarywrittento himfrom Paul Imbach, one of
our membersfromSanClemente.

Hello Charlie,

‘Washopingto see you last Saturday at Santa
Monica, Wemanaged to have fun without you

anyway.

Hereis the info you wanted. Sorryittook solong,
but I had to do some “Imbachen” around to verifya
few things. The Japanese have three systems for
writing. The first, borrowed from Chinese, is
“Kanji”. Each symbol stands for an entire word.
Inthe second and third methods each symbol stanis
for a syllable. “Kana” is one of these.

I'mnot sure where the term “Tako Kichi” came
from or its translation. It seems the literal transla-
tion of “Kichi” is wit, and “Kichi gai” would be
“crazy”. Perhaps the expressionis some whatofa
misnomer. Maybe “kite fever”-“Tako Netsu™- (as|
in“Gold Fever”) would be more appropriate, oras
inyour case “Tako Hambun Kichi”,

Welll hopethat’sabout all you ever wanted to
know about *Tako Kichi”, sufficiently shadowed
inanoriental veil of mystery and doubt. Till next
time-have fun & happykiting.

Paul




Airplay:

Interview with

RonDespojado

G =

WatchRonDespojado’s
hands whenhe's flying his
Revolution and youseea
master at work,orplay,
depending onhow sericus
he is at thatmoment. Ron flies so well that he won
second placeat the California Open 1991, coming
inonetenthofapoint behind Scoit Aughenbaugh
of World Cup Championship Team High Perfor-

Stabbed and left for dead

Ron’snextcompetition was at Berkeley inJuly.
Heattended while recovering froma brutal attack
onhis life five weeks earlier. Hehad been stabbed
andleft fordead after beingrobbed, and when you
see the resulting scars from the surgery that saved
his life you realize whatmiracle aitis thathe’s
alive. “To compete at Berkeley was the major
drive for me torecuperatephysically as well as
mentally and emotionally” he states. Ronalso said
“Regaining my hand/eye coordination, as well as
my strength, was the most frustrating part of the
recovery.”

I’msure glad he madeit! Notonly hasRon
become oncof

myXkiting .

weachers,but  “ Regaining my hand/eye
he'salsoone  onrdination, as well as
of mybest

friends. Being 1Ty Strengthwas the most

thegenerous  frystrating partof the
guythatheis, "

I'mgetting  TECOVETY

turnedonto 3~

Dflyingas

wellas “regular” quad-line stuff. (Note: there’s
pothing regular in the way Ron flics.) What's 3-D
youask? Try makinga Rev Il fall outof the sky.
Youcaichit, (maybe, if you're me- for sureif
you’reRon,) then with the grace of a javelin
thrower you toss the kite into the wind, it flutters
momentarily, the wind picksitup, and youdoa
couple of spectacular propeller spins. Easy, right?
It scems to be when Rondoesit-1 justkeep hitting
myselfonthe head.

NotonlyisRonthe Vice-President, newsletter
editor, and Treasurer of curkite club, he designed
the club cloisonne pins, holds 004 member number,
and spends amajority of his ime devoted to club
activities.

Radical and revolutionary

Lately, Ron has tried somethingnew. He’sbeen
flyinga North Shore Radical fromhishipsand a
Revolutionfromhis hands. Definitely radicaland
revolutionary, also fun to watchbecause Ronhas
such a great sense of humor thatall the mistakes
become comic relief sessions. Healways seems to
have this incredible grin on his face, and his puns
will keep youinstitches. Harry, Virgil and ook
forward toRonspending his lunchtimes on the kite
field because we getfrec entertainment. No wind?
Noproblem! Rondoes 360"s until he's outof
breath, and we’re gasping
with laughter. I guessyou'd s 2 :
bavetotethero andluckily TS incredible
we were!

grin onhis face

Ronis presently getting togetherateamtofly at
the SDKC and Children’s Hospital benefitto be
beld on July 12that the Del Mar Polo Grounds.
Theevent will feature Rita Coolidge and theclubis
beingasked to fill abouta half an hour of entertain-
ment.

Knowing that Ronis sponsored by, and flies with
the Hadzicki brothers of Revolution Kites, I'm
confident that we'll see some spectacularairplay
that Sunday in July.

His heart is his pilot

Allinall, thisarticle ismy thanks to a charter
member of SDKC, aterrifickite flier, and an
exceptionally great guy. What's really funnyisthat
Ronnow has to put this in the newsletter since he
became our designated editor inMarch. Maybe
he'ii think of a great quote toend with.

No, I will: “He flies with his heart, not just with
hishead and hishands!”



3-D flying with a Rev II: Made easy

Ihave yetto see anyone “javelin” a Rev I butitcan
e done withaRev I1. The problem withthe Revl
that the lines are solong- 100", you’d have tohave
one hell of a pitching arm to throw itand have it

catch wind before it hits
one hell of a  the ground. However, it
pitching arm

canbedone withaRevII,
its sometimes called “3-
D" flying. The wayI've
done itis with 35't0 40'lines.

First youmusthold bothhandles in the left band
(assuming you’re right handed) and hold the kite in
the other. The best way I’ ve found to hold the kite
isat theleadingedge, logo sidedown, right at the
topof therightside strutcap. Theleadingedge
should lay across your upturned palm with your
thamb pivoting the kite slightly upward and pointed
in the direction your going to throw it. Another
way of holding itis at the right top end cap with the
leading edge in your palm and the end cap between
yourindex fingerand
thumb. Nextyouhave t0SS the Rev up
totossthe Revupand

out, butmostiyup. and out, but
Thereasonforthisis

JthaﬁW will mOStly out
aaturally pull thekite

down so if its up high the wind will caich it and it
will sail away from you and the lines will fully
extend before ithits the ground. The main concern
is that the kite should have its edge cutting the
wind. When the wind fills the sail, it will naturally
pivotup-then youmust put the other handle in your
righthand right away. Usnally the kite will be
upside down whenthe lines fully extend. One

Strange noises on
the phone?!

If you should call the SDKC message phone and
hear strangenoises in the background you should
know that the phone isin Ocean Beach, under the
flight path, The phonealso lives with a large, (very
large) cockatoo, and aBurmancat. Thebird yellsat
the planes and the cat, and the cat thinks she should
“speak” whenshe hearshermisiress’ voice. Both
animals have become escape artists when shutin

ther room, so youmay continue to hear weird
sounds when you call 222-9300, but at leastnow
you'il know what’s goingon.

problemthatreoccursis getting the bridle wrapped

around thebottomright strutcap asthekite isbeing | Thisarticlewassentvia
thrown. Thishappensabouthalfthetimeandalll | computer networkfrom
can figure outabout this is that someoneresponding loa
youmust make real sure that the "aim "' | flierwantingto knowhow
bridle is clear of the bottom strut . to "javelin” aRev!
cappriortothrowing. Onewayof the Kite
reducing this problemisto
eliminate the clips and use knots to

lark’ .
lark'sheads where
The most fun I found indoing this ou
iswhen the kite isdirectly y
overhead- or ashighasit will want it
climb-and pullingitout of the
skyand caichingit. ThemethodI  t0 land
useis, like Imentioned, have the
kite ashigh asit will go, quickly

put both handles in one hand, and sharply pulling on
both top lines with the other. If thekite is posi-
tioned level thenit should fall towards you and
within a step or two you should be able tocatchit.
If the kite is slightly turned to the right or left, it
will zoom toward the side itis tomed to. Infact,
you can almost “aim” the kite to where you want it
toland.

Thope thisanswers your question about throwing a
Rev. If youhave beenable to throw aRev Ifull
length, then we want to hear about it.

CLULIC

IKITES

MADE IN CALIFORNIA, U.S._A.
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The Bill Everett Memorial Poppy
Tour, wandering picnic,
& kite flying expedition sy pauimbach

PaulImbachhassome | At9:45on April 26 a small imprompty/come as you
adventeroustalestotell. | are/noimpostorspermitted group lefithe Stone Store
inLake Hughes toset outonakitingadventure,
I guesswe shouldask
about the "mandatory | We wentup a steep winding dirt road past the San
clothing"requirement,if | Andreasfault. We weren’tsureif the shaking we felt
therewasany. | was the fault’s fault or just the washboard road. Up
pastthe SkyHavenRanch (whataplace!). Abouttime
some of the group wondered if we were going to
memorialize Bill Everettor visithim. Atanyrate, we
decided Sky Haven Ranch was about halfway to
heaven.

Near the top we paused tostop, let ourengines cool &
enjoy the spectacularoverview of Antelope Valleyin
bioom. Fromour vantage point we picked our desti-
nation & decided it was all downhill from there. we
proceeded slowly, mindful of wrong turns and road
washouts.

We arrived at an intensely orange field of poppies

For
Price,
Selection,

& Service

Cometo

KITECOUNTRY

8 566 Horton Plaza San Diego, CA 92101
(Top level opposite UA Theater) (619)233-9495

(Popeye?)and began flyinganassortment of bird kites
inthe light momning breeze. Joanne and I flewredwing
blackbirds (by Leo Eyman) while hnmming appropri-
ate old Beatle tunes. Dorine flew a double bird of
paradise (by Donald Collado). AndJimFlew a Chi-
nesepheasantkite, which wasrather appropriate since
wemmaﬂwammmnngranchbetwem&mm
Reservoirand theaqueduct. Luckilyit wasa’thunting
scason. Eight- .
year-old clothing was

Adrian (the

High Desen  INOStly mandatory
Reel Out
Champion forthe pasttwo years) flew heryellow delta
sohighand wild thatshe maynever have tofly another.
Good thing Uncle Buck was there to help reel in all
that line. Charlie lassoed a dust devil with his Joel
Scholz Butterfighterand went for a thrilling ride fora
fewmoments. Jimbrought the shade andkeptit well
positioned allday for our brief restperiods.

After lunch the Antelope Valley Express started
blowin’ through. It was time to break out the stunt
kites and hang on! Around fouro’clock the poppies
started closing up for the day and it was time tohead
down the road. Even though clothing was mostly
mandatory during the outing, everyone thoroughly
enjoyed the Southern California wildlife. And there
are already notions of a sequel to the Bill Everett

Memorial Poppy Tour, Wandering Picnic, And Kite ”T\

Flying Expedition.
4 ™
Exhilarationontwo strings
by LaurenceGonzales

Itinvolvesphysics, metaphysics,andthe
weather of the human heart.

Yetitis asport; my sorearmsaitest lo that.
Whenl fly the kite that has two strings, Lam
making a spectacle of myself, yetIam
hiddenfrom view. Itisnotuncommonfor
peopletocome out onto thefield, saying,
“We came over because we could see your
kite. Butwe couldn'tseeyou.” Thatis
because whenIflythe kite that has two
strings,my soul leavesmybody, flies
throughmyfingertips, upalong the hard
fiber lines,andfromtheremy kiteandllook
dovwn uponall creationaswe gowinging
aroundlikeabarnswallow. h

\ )




How I started
ying kites

y John Rogers--Iboughta Hot Wingonthe 4th
of July, 1991, Onawhim, really, because the
fireworks at Seaport Village were not very good
and the construction and colors of the stunt kites
had fascinated me foralong time. The first several
times| tried, the Hot Wing didn’t do very well,
finally crashing hard enough to break the spine into
4 pieces! Ibought areplacement tube and while
repairing the kite Inoted how simple the construc-
tion seemed and decided thatif Ieverlearnedto
keep the kite in the air, maybe I would try tomake
one.

Pry the information out
Overthenextseveral imesat ‘)’ Street Marina
Park, 1 got so the crashes were lessand less
frequent. Lalso talked to several other kite flyers
andInoted youhad topry the information.out,
unless of course yonhad the same brand of kite
they had.. Seems as though there is alot of very set
opinions with whichkite flies better, etc, but
racingbicycles professionally for 10 years readied
me for equipmentopinions, good and bad.

SoIfigured the answer was tomake one myself. I
made radio controlled model planesand akite
should beabreeze. I guessI'was lucky, because my
first home made kite actually flew. It wasacopy
of a “Fire Dart” type of kite and I felt pretty good
aboutit. The nexttwo stunters didn’t fly too well,
actmally one would barely getoff the ground, so I
made cases from the skins. Thenext wasa
“Team” style kite and it flew pretty well and by
now [ was hooked! Ihad figured where to get
ripstop nylon, gotten some magazines and was
driving my wife batty using ber sewing machine, I
learned quickly, the fabric at UPQ and other fabric
stores is NOT suitable forkite skins, but it makes
nice cheap cases. I had found where to get fiber-
glass and carbon spars and all the otherlittle
fittings and parts you need to put together akite.

Bigger kites

By October, I had made 6 or so stunt kites and my
kids wanted me to make some single line or High
Flyers, soImadea 6 foot span DC out of some
pieces of ripstop I had leftover. Surprise, itflew
great. 1decided thathigh flyers were abigger
challenge. Iwasn’tsurehow they were con-

tructed, soI boughta few: 14 £t DC, 10 ft. parrot,

stal and box kite. My mother gave me a parafoil

for Christmas, so Icould see how they were built

Another

great design

New
this year

Free style
was never so free!
Coming to your
dealers soon

too. The only problem withthe large kite was the
lack of information aboutconstruction, but the Kite
Photography book provided the plans formy 6 ft. by
5 ft. parafoil and the 10 ft. by 10 ft. Tri-D box kite. I
made abig bexkite and was overjoyed whenit flew
the first ime,

The family went to our firstkite festival at Doheny
Beachand had a greattime. Flying my bigbox was
ahighiightof the weekend

itturnedoutandIwas  the honeymoon
really proud of itand the

helpmy wifeandchildren 18 finally over!
gaveme. Lizvideotaped
the big box and we will probably look at the tape for
along time tocome.

Thad to getmy own sewing machine when 1 broke
my wife’s while sewing the big bow kite and now
we fight for space in the sewingroom. When I was
workingon Orville the Octopus, it proved to be so
big, she wouldn’teven come in the sewing room
untilI was done. Iguessthatmeant the honeymoon
is finally over!

1 guess we’'ll keepmakingkites, the bigger the better
itseems. Why? Weenjoy the commentsand smiles
fromyoung and old alike when I fly Jose’ the stunt
kite and the big High Flyers and it sure isrelaxing.

JohnRogers hasmade
Some beautiful homemade
kites,

Here is his story.



June

6- Control Challenge, Dusty Rhodes Park

N
10- Board of director’s meeting, Ocean Beach Recreation Center, 7 pm :
20- General meeting, South of the Hilton flying field {you know, the usual place) 1pm.
featuring Ron Reich and stunt kite tecniques.

The menu for the "catered lunch” courtesy of Diana Martin & Connie Morgan will include
polish sausage & potato salad for a small donation- such a deall

27- Santa Monica Beach monthly kite fly, north of the pier

July

5- (Sunday) Control Challenge, Dust Rhodes Park

Calender of events

12- Children’s Hospital Benefit, Del Mar Polo Grounds. SDKC is
currently looking for teams or individuals to audition to perform.

18- Ocean Beach Picnic at Dusty Rhodes Park- this is our mothly meeting
‘ and anniversary. Featured guests will be Team Zephyrus and AKA rep

E 25 & 26- Berkeley National Kite Competiton, Berkeley California ’)

Open Mon.-Sat. 10-7

Sun. 10-6
3689 B Midway Drive
SanDiego, CA
Ph.224-1610

SAN DIEGO'S PREMIER KITE STORE

Purveyor of fine kites, windsocks, and accessories for your every
need.Unsurpassed quality in single line and stunt kites. Demon-
strated by a friendly, knowledgable staff. Conveniently located in
Point Loma Plaza, near the Sports Arena.




Messageto allmembers...

After our lastissue, we received great
fromthose wehaven'theard
from inalong time.

Wefeelthere's aresurgance of interestin theclub,
‘We also hope that your participation isn't limited to
justreceiving the newsletter. Come onout every
third Saturday of the month. The clubhas alot of
activities scheduled for the sammer and to sec only
about one eighth of our large membership partici-
pateis somewhat of adisappointment.

Elections are coming up and someof you probably
wonld like to see some changes in the club. Great!
Run for office, or volunteer forone of our other
positions.

Greatresults are borm of simple ideas, take for
example the serving of lunch during our general
meetings (Thanks Fred & Diana Martin!!). This
wasamajorconvenience for those of us who didnt't
pack alunch plusitnetted the clabsome well
needed funds. Itwasa "win-win" situation.

The Newsletter Staff
The Board of Directors

Thefinalword
plus
the fine print.





