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Jim Hadzicki shows an enthusiastic first time flier how much fun a Revolution can be.

Ready, Set,
Go!

How To Fly Six Revolutions
In One Easy Step by John Konold

Ma‘F 4th, Tecolale Shores
Field - The wind was up to 12
M.PH. by the time Joe Hadzicki
began 1the Team  Revolution
Seminar. Held on the hill on the
northwest corner of the field, the
meeling was easy lo spol. Over a
dozen Revolution kites, supplied by
the team, stcod staked out next 1o
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club members’' kites.
server would notice a large kite bag
off to the side, buiging at the seams.
it's contents; Six full-size,
nine-foot-wide Revolutions, neatly
bridled inlo a stack from hell. The
SDKC rokkaku and Gene Carey's 20
foot wide, stars-and-stripes della,
carrying the SDKC banner, presided
overhead.

While the circle of about 50
SDKC members listened to Joe ex-
plain exactly how the quad-line kite
was developed, Walt Thompson held
his extremly accurate (read: expen-
sive) wind meler into the rising air
currend. The display climbed to 14,
then 15.

Joe Hadzicki did an excellent
job answering questions (and he's
an invenior) ranging from "how does
it fly?" to "are the rods formed by

please see page 12

A keen ob-

The San Diego Kite Club

is proud 1o invite you 1o the Del
Mar Fair Kile Feslival. With an
expecled aftendance of over 1.1
Million people, the Del Mar Fair
offers the besl of a state fair as
well as the best in kiting, and
we want you there. You'l be in
?ood company, with leams like
op Of The Line, Hyperkites
Elle, The Killer Bees, The
Extremes, Team Revolulion, and
there will be too many top fliers
to lisl. Th%y'll be performing},
teaching, and just having fun. If
you would like to perform, con-
tact the Events Coordinator,
Johtin Konold, al 483-0867

And in case you think it's
just about stunt kites, let us set
the record siraight. Every kind
of kite is welcome, even just lo
display (although we might be
1o see it in the air, just once.
So bring every single kite you
own, and the borrowed ones
toot We are especialllsboking
for banners, windsocks, spin-
ners, etc., o color the sky and
the ground with. If you aren't

able to make it but have a spe-
cial item to be displayed, the

please see page 6

The SDKC bamner flies high.
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And Let’s Be
Careful Qut
There...

H you have a skill or
materials, please share. We
truly need your help 1o keep
the newsletter going. Typing,
printing, ariwork, or- articles,
please lend a hand. ! you
can think of anything else
ou'd like to do, cali us.
omething you lked? Call
us. Something you didn't
care for? Call us. We need
your feedback too. -The
Editors.

As we go into the Del

Mar Fair, the San Diego Kite
Club faces its biggest challenge
ever, We have the opporiuntly
to show hundreds of thousands
in our community that ours is a
wonderfully creative sport, one
that is growing quickly.  With
this comes the responsibifty that
we do il right, and that is not as
easy as it sounds.

It's important that we put
our best foot forward when we
walk out on that intield. Every
one of us will be representing
our club., Dress appropriately
for a family oriented day, and
avoid overdoing the alcohol. By
all means, brin ever?( kite you
own, but ask the field direclor
where you should set up, and
respect the rights of all other
fliers. The press will be
walching, and so will the Fair
organizers.

S0 while we enjoy our free -

enlry and our special parking,
we bave to remember why we
are here to have fun! | mean,
our sport is about fun, isn't it?
Sure, there is competilion
amon% stunters and fighlers,
and there's always competition
tor flying space. We need to
show Southern California there
is room for all kinds of kiles, and
that with adequate care, it's very

safe.

And with the crowds al
the fair, safety will be the
highest priority. It will only take
one bystander blundering into a
line and gelling cut and - that's
it, the party's over Watch for
any potential mishaps and head
them off, politely of course,
before they happen. Thal way
everyone will enjoy lhemnselves,
and we'll be invited back nexi
year.

it we all follow good kiting
etiquette there will be few
problems. |f a mishap or close
call does happen, alert the Field
Director as soon as possible
Then go back to flying!

~John Konoid,
Vice President
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We need to see

your facel Come
out to the meeting on
June 15th and get
your face in the club
photo. See calendar.

NOTICE TO. All members
FROM: SDKC board of
directors.

SDKC is now accepting
applications for the
foliowing positions:
Newsletter Editor-in-Chief:
QOversee production of
newsletter, including all
articles and advertising.
Volunteer Search
Committee, (4:) Identi
and solicit volunteers for
the coming year.

Safety Director: Oversee
club safety practices.
Events Coordinator: plan
and direct upcoming ™
events.

Administrator: will
formuiate and manage
club business plan,
including membership
accounting.

Club/Team Liason:
communicate with sister
clubs and teams.

Call 483-C__ for details.

Contact people for the Del
Mar Fair are:

Call Virginia Hill, schedul-
ing  coordinatox, at
535- if you are coming
to the fair.

Call Dan Willan,
Chairman, at 275 i
you have items to display.

Call John Konold, events ~
coordinator, at 483 T if .
?/ou or your team would

ike to fly on the program.
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From The Executive that my interest in kite tlying got know what | did that night, |
Vice PrESiQQnI’S DQSK' started. So | wenl down lo ‘All watched the video.
* About Kites' and asked for the This went on for a couple
o~ most difficult kite to fly | ex- of days, then finally | met up
Th R d T pected that he would show me with Ron Despojado, our Club's
9 Oa O a two slnng kite like i had seen Treasurer, he was helpful In get-
» » but what he showed me was a ting me started and comforl-
Kite Fly’ng_" four string kite. | decided to  able with the kite
buy it and the training video Today, | can fly So 1o
and test my luck. you members who are con-
o _ You would think | would templating buying a Revolution,
| started Hying just a fitle  waich the video first to at leasl don't give up. If you need help
over a year ago here in San figure out how the kite works, with the Revolution or  any
Diego. As some of YOU alleady  but nooooo - | went from the other kind of kite call me.
know, | am a Federal and Siate store to the field. | don't have If | can do it you can do
Government Conlractor. My kite o tell you Revolution flyers itt The sky's the limit! Reach
tlying spirit started while | was  whal happened, but for you for it!
working on a job in Honolulu, beginners, the kile went up and _
Hawaii two years ago. | was in- then crashed, up and crashed, Your Executive Vice President,
stalling ~ Heat  Circulaling  this wenl on for about half an
Systerns in the residences on hour, if not more.
the Kaneohe Marine COfp Air Then | met a Revolution
Station.  After work | would go ftyer named Manny, and he
jogging on Sandy Istand, which gave me some tips on keeping
is next to Waikiki Beach, and it the kite up. Did they work’ Anthony E. Hilliard
was there | saw peopie flying Nooooco! Up and crash, up and
kites. | was really not interested crash. Finally, | got it up about
in ﬂymg fi .hl then because | 45 seconds - Ok, 15 to 20
was spending my spare time seconds before it crashed. | Editors nole: Those of us who
becoming a certified skin diver. was really getling frusirated and know Tony can tell you: he's a
'HOWGVEI', on numerous now the wingd was gone and it master understatement. So
occasions | would visit the Ala was getting dark. |'packed up when he says he can fiy - well,
Moana Shopping Center and the kite - this is where the he’s one of the best Rev fliers
window shop in the kite store. video is reafly helpful - but | in the country. You can see for
A | remembered the store trom a give myselt credit, | was close. xoursalf most weekends on the
vacation my wife and | took a Manny stopped me before | Rev Field,” the next open area
couple of years ago. The desire had the kite broken down and north of the childrens’ play
to fly kites was still not there was about 34 of the way with area, next io the parking lot.
yet. , _ winding the lines up around the D A
{t wasn't until t completed  kite. | forgol the little winder Ve @ P
the contract and came home called the 'Crazy 8 Well you d
page 3
P'“{ ....................................................................................................................................................................
] The SDKC is a non-profit organization dedicated to the Membership Application |
- sport of kiting. If you have an interest in any area of .
.. kiting, please take a moment to fill in the blanks and . _ X
el return this application. For your donation, you will recieve our informative monthly news- |
-1 letter and events calendar, a membership card which entitles you to many discounts and [
F--] events, and an introductory brochure and club pin.  You will also be invited to attend our [
L] upcoming Del Mar Fair Kite Festival and recieve free entry to the fair when you fly your kite. [
L] NAME: PHONE:( ) hm (__ ) - wk |
-] ADDRESS: CITY: STATE: ZIP: A
L San Dzego ANNUAL DUES $12.00 (CA) $8.00 (out of state} |
- ITE ~ Please make checks payable to: San Diego Kite Club [
. CLUB e rore formaton, 227
Call (619) 275- for more information. 4, -
3289 Geddes Drive, San Diego, CA 92117« x&F ]
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Meeting Minutes

To:All Club Members
From.Board of Directors
Subj:Meeting Minutes

*** Information ***

->Qur membership drive is a
success! Our Club now has
about 200 mermbers.

->"SKYLINES" - This is the
official new name of our
newsletler.

->The June & July issue of our
newsletter have been combined
ino one special issue featuring
the Del Mar Fair. In Juty ali
Club members will receive a
schedule of events but no
newsiletter,

-> At the Del Mar Fair our
Ciub's booth hours will be:
10am - 10pm (Sunday hru
Thursday)

10am - 11pm (Friday and
Saturday).

- >John Konold, our Events
Coordinator will cover all press
releases for the Del Mar Fair.

->Virginia Hill, our Club
Secrelary will be the contact for
all ot our members who are
excited about representing our
Ciub at the Del Mar Fair. Call
Virginia at 535-8574.

&k &

“** Events

-> Single Files Seminar (June
10 @ 7:30pm)

Seminar given by Dan Willan
about our Club 1o the Mission
Vatley Methodist Church singles

group.

-> San Diego Kite Club Meeting
(June 15 @ 1pm)

Monthly Club meeling at

Mission Bay - south of Hillon

Hotel. Del Mar Fair issues will

be discussed. All Members are

encouraged lo altend.

-> Annual Board Meeting &
SDKC 1st Anniversary Party.
gduly 20 @ 10- 1iam, party
oliowing )

Our annual board meeting will
he held ouldoors at Collier /
Sunset Park, (Dusty Roads
Field) in Ocean Beach. Meeling
will be held in conjunciion with
the Ocean Beach Family Fun
Day, and will be followed by a
day of food, music, and of
course, lots of kite tlying.

->November Kite Festival (Sat
& Sun at Marniner's Point)
Featuring an education seminar,
training and demos.

Exact time and date 1o be

announced.

Names And
Faces

Editors Note. ing this

month, 8KY-LINES heip

you to know some of the

who help make our club

. We asked Virginia Hill to
siart us off.

As Secretary for the San
Diego Kite Club, the Club has
become an important and excit-
ing part of my life. | enjoy
being part of a goal-directed
team to promote and sponsor
activities throughoul our kiting
community.

One of my roles as our
Club Secrelary is to keep all of
you informed about issues and
the upcoming schedule of
events that are addressed al
our Board meeting. | also
maintain copies of all
Club-oriented official business
correspondence, and | order
supplies needed for our Club.

| would say my most
interesting accomplishmen! has
been my participation in the
California Open as a judge. It
was a challenge 1o judge the
top fliers -- to see ali that
wonderfu! 1alent!

Now my focus is 1o
coordinate our Club members
who wish to represent the San
Diego Kite Club at the Del Mar
Fair. We will have our own
booth during the tair, and tlying
areas will be available tor our
members and exhibition teams.

I'm wailing to hear from you...

Virginia Hill
Secrelary
(619) 535-

page 4

L to R: Dan Willan, Virginia Hill, Tony Hilliard.
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On Saturday, May 4th, Bill
Everetl passed away in
Lancaster, California. He had
been a long-time friend to the
kiting community. Throughout
the seventies and early eighties,
he was an active participant in
the Venice Group. He and/or
his kiles appeared on several
covers of Kite Tales magazine.
More recently, a heart condition
limited his travels, yet he
remained an active member of
the High Desert Kite Club.

in Bill's passing, the kite
communily lost a great deal of
knowledge, historg and
experlise. If you had a notion
to ﬂ?r i, chances were that Bill
could bridle it. He would
jokingly threaten to bill you later
tor serves rendered, but of
course, he never did. Well, Bill,
it's later--and you collected a lot
of smiles and triendships from
the people you met and helped
along the way.

- Paul Imbach

A tribute was flown on Saturday,
May 25th, 1991, with many of
Bill's fnends paying their
respects. A large black
Skyscraper's "Hot Lips" was
signed and flown by the
gathering, inciuding Leo Eyman
and his wife Marian, Paul and
Dorine Imbach, J.B. Brown and
his daughter, Larry Morgan, Eva
Creek, Giora & Charlie Lugo,
Eric Erickson, and Stacy
Walker, and others. The kite
was then cul loose. |t soared
away to the end of the field
where some children caught the
string, unaware of the iribute,
before being freed again by
longtime friend Tyrus Wong. As
the kite flew away it was headed
oveéthe cily, guided only by the
wind.

page 5



Ready, Set, Go! Continued...

SDKC will properly display, fly (it
desired), and care for 1. We
have a locked storage area and
security guards will be patroling
the area.

The lestival will be held
during the entire fair, from June
18th 1o July 7th, and we'll be
flying every day. Normal entry
fee 1s $7 per day, bul San Diego
Kite Club Members get in FREE
every day! All the SDKC asks is
thal each member brings a kile
and flies it for a minimum of one
hour per day. The fair is open
from 10am -10pm  Sunday
through Thursday, and from
10am - 1pm Friday and
Salurday.

This wilt be the perfecl op-
portunity lo display your skills in
a non-compelitive environment,
or jusl to come oul and have
fun. Either way, it will help the
SDKC help the sport - because
we're concerned about laws o
ban kites, and we need to make
the public aware of what they're
missing.

with help from all our
members, the SDKC will main-
tain a booth al the fair as a focai
point for the crowd. We're
aiming 10 recreate the fairway at
the California Open with ban-
ners and flags. There will also
be static displays on kiting, free
drawings, and sem-
inars onh kite making
and flying. Randy
Tom will showin
you his secrels o
Appliaue, and all the
top fliers will show
{(ou how they do it

olunteers are

needed to heip staff . ..
the booth, direct ac- .. -
the field,

tivity on

help children with
kiles, and AKA,
mem- bers are
needed as safely
walches. Contact
Virginia Hill at
535-8574 1o schedule
your involvement
time.

The club will be
educating the general
public oh our sport,
while keeping safely
the top priority. San |
Diego IS world
renowned in  the
kiting community,
both for its perfect
wind conditions and
s spoit ke super-

Seen here af the Cal open, team
sphere. Bring anything you can io

stars, who are pioneers 1n stunt
kiting. And there's more. One
of aur members has the world's
largest “delta” kite, almost 80
feet wide, which the Guinness
Records people will document
when we fly it on June 23rd,
Kite Day.

Our day to day routing,
except tor the 4th of July - we
won'l fly thal day at all - will be
to tly as many kiles from around
the world as possible  Gene
Carey's 40 foot wide
stars-and-siripes kite will tow a
50 toot banner for the tair. H
should be visible for miles, and
attract people from the freeway.
There will also be many, many,
other unique kites. Conditions
Eermitllng, we will fly lighled

ites at night including the air-
shows,

SDKC members will be is-
sued unique, dated, and num-
bered membership cards 1o
identify them, one (1) per family
or individual. We will need to
make a complete list available to
Special Events, updated on a
daily basis, s¢ please make
surecontact the SDKC about
your involvement. And as al-

ways, we need volunteers to
help with all areas of the event.

Remember, you must be a
member to get in free, and to
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and banners are an i b
color the field. Photo by Adam David.

park in the special areas. If you
did not recieve a membership
card with this newsletter, we do
not show you are a member, and
ou should contact our treasurer,
on Despgljado, immedially al
264.5202. The airshow schedule
is as follows:
“June 18th teams will get
famitiar with the grounds, and
judge crowd response. If 1he
fairgoers receplion is
exceptional, we will be able 1o
increase the number of days.
*June 23rd - the day we intend
to stage our festival, and fly the
world's largest kite.
*June 30th - demonstrations
and kiting seminars.
“July 6th, 7th - Tribute To The
Troops, a collection of
stars-and-stripes  kites of all
iypes (up 1o 40 feet wide),
including teams.
*Exact schedule of Hight times
will be torthcoming.
Again, the hours of the fair are
10am -10pm, Sunday through

Thursday, and 10am - 11pm
Friday and Saturday. _
S0 spread the wordl  This

is the perfect opﬁortunny 1o gel
your friends who never (.Lel
mvolved in anything into the
club. And don't torgel to bring
all those kiles out of the closet!

part of the atmo-



Festwatch: The Third

Annual California Open
By Charlie M’Clary

Five teams--the  Bay

Area Sundowners, High
Pertormance, Prevailing Winds,
Top Of The Line, and
Zephyrus--and one lone in.
dividual, all flying red, while,
and blue kites to the strains of
"God Bless The USA." filled
the sky over Fiesta Isiand in
Mission Bay Park in a iwen-
ty-one kite salule to our vic-
torious troops returning from the
Guit  This was the opening
ceremony for the Third Annual
California Open  International
Stunt Kite Championship held in
San Die%o over the weekend of
April 20th.

A forty percent chance of
rain had been predicted, but
Saturday morning brought ai-
most perfect kite wealher that
lasted through Sunday evening.
The clouds were there, but
without  serious  threat  of
precipitation, and the west wind
alleviated the problems of flying
and judging with the morning
sun in your face. Judging wind
speed on the M'Clary scale, |
estimated it to be "damn good
fying air" (plus of minus half a
knot) as | made my judging
debut at the bench in Field A,
and the competition got under
way.

The essential difference
between seeing the Open as a
judge and as a speclator 1s that
a judge is told what he is 1o
walch and how he is to judge.
The spectator watches whatever
he chooses and passes judge-
ment on his own scale.

One remark made over
the PA brought attention o how
much more innovalive ground
work the competitors used in
their routines, and | was certain-
ly aware of thal from the judges’
bench!  Another thing | was
aware of from the judges'
bench, but untortunately not al-
lowed lo give points for, was
how much tun those fliers were
having As a spectator, | also

saw the utter despair of one flier
who lost his Spinolt 10 the
ground after some of the most
remarkably risky and enjoyable
kite flying | have ever had the
opportunity to spectale.
While spectating and en-
Lc\){ying some time with "Charlie's
ife” Joanne, who was working
the SDKC table most of the
lime, | managed to miss Ron
Despojado’s quadline ballet per-
formance, not having heard any
announcement that Quadline
Ballet was about 1o start, | did
gel to see Eric Erickson's lively
fight 1o "I Feel Good” Nol
meaning in any way {o detracl
trom those who placed first and
second in the event, Scot!
Augenbaugh and Ron
Despojado, Eric's performance
was the highhght of the
weekend for me.  Joanne got
Scolt's performance on video
and, after reviewing it, | can see
why the judges gave i top
points. If anyone out there in
reading distance of this newslet-
ter has Hon's performance on
1ape, | will gladly trade copies
with them. Fve been flying with
and learning from Ron since the
day | took my first Revolution
onlo the knoll at Mission Bay
nearly lwo years ago. My wife
and |, as well as our grandson,
have always known that Ron is
one of the best Revolution iliers
around, and we are quie
ﬁleased that the internalicnal
fting community will now
recognize his ability as well.
Another greal and
courageous quadline perfor-
mance was that of Ron Reich,
the only entrant to fly anything

other than the de rigeur
Revolution. His performance,
with a2 rebridled North Shote
Radical, was beautifully

choreographed and flown. One
has to wonder just what it is
that the Bald Eagle can’t do
with a kite {or maybe the gues-
tion should be what a
well-designed delia can’l do in
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the hands of a skilled fher).

There can be no doubl
that Quadline Team Ballet will
be ncluded in circuit events
betore the year is oul, and !
believe that the Japanese team
should be considered a distinct
threat in such events. During
Saturday's  “Great Revolution
Shootout " with eleven kites and
forty-tour lines in the am o
should be noted that it was
Flying Colors who never blinked.

Alan Nagao's quadhne
ballet was quite enjoyable, as
are all ot his performances.
Further, if there was a "Heally
Nice Guy" award, I'd have to
give it 10 Alan.

From the foregoing, it
might be assumed that | favor
quadiines, and there must be
some juslification for such an
assumplion However, there
was much more to the Open
than was aflached at four
points. There was the oppor-
tunity to wisit with old friends
and make new ones, lo talk
about what was happening in
other parts of the kiting world,
and to send messages back to
friends who couldn’t be here. |
had the pleasure ol fying the
SDKC's new rokkaku, as well as
Cecil Carey's 20 fool American
Flag deilta. | had a terribly good
time, judges’ dulies not
withstanding.

For those who attended
the opening <ceremony and
didn't recognize the lone in-
dividual at the far left of the
%randstand flying the custom

evolution, the twenty-first kite

of the salute, thal was my
eleven year ald grandson,
Shaun Sexion,

Charlie M’C is a full time
kiteflier and Archivisi. In
addition to flying, he makes his
own kites, inciuding a couple of
deadly fighiers. er with
his wife Joanne, he livens up
festivals all over the map..

DO you own a camera or
video recorder?
SKY-LINES is looking for a
few good photographers
and videographers. If
you'd like to be a star, or
Just like to help out, please
call the club at 275-
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KITE FLIERS’
RESPONSIBILITY

by Ron Despojado

All of us who enjoy kite

tlying would naturally like others
to 1ake up the sport. To tell
others of the joy and relaxation
of flying is not enpugh, they
have 1o experience the line (or
lines) on their hands. In
addilion 1o "being one with the
sky", those who are adept
enough can control and interacl
the kite with other objects such
as markers in the field, dog
fighting with other kites, or leam
flying. The controlability wilh
the modern day kiles needs 1o
be seen to be believed, which
brings us 1o an important topic:
flying responsibly.

: One day | was flying at
mly usual spot and new Kile
Ciub member Dave Villagomez
was also there getting radical
with his North Shore Radical.
That day also marked his
bithday so he was in a good
mood. Dave also showed me
his well preserved cherry Trans
Am with a gorgeous "arrest me
red” paint job that was only 72
hours old. After that bit of small
talk we wenl our ways ﬂyin? in
adjacent fields. Eventually |
noliced someone else flying
next to Dave with a pink and
yellow Flexifoil. The itwo of
them seemed to be flying all
right side by side. hen

Seen here with the
award-winning "Seven
Sisters,” Randy Tom will be
demonstrating his Applique
techniques at the Del Mar
Fair, Monday, June 24th, at
1:00pm, at the hobby shop
hall.

suddenly | heard a boom or a
pop. | looked over to where
they were flying and noticed the
Flexi on the ground next 1o
Dave's Trans Am. No big deal,
the Flexi made an unscheduied
landing. The guy with the Flexi
evenlual!fy left.

A few minules later Dave
comes over 1o tell me the Flexi
hit his car. We walked over 1o it
and to my surprised the front
winshield had two large pizza
sized spider web cracks. Under
closer examination we spot pink
and yellow ripstop fibers within
the windshield, along with
scralches aleng the hood lead-
ing away from the cracks. Dave
couldn't remember the guy's
name and { never saw him
before. Happy Birthday Dave.

Incidents like this could
eventually resirict, regulate or
ban kite flying in our city |
have been lold many times trom
out of town fliers that San

Diego’'s winds are near perfect
all year around.

Add to that

prabably the greatest concentra-
tion of kite manufacturers in any
city  This i1s Kite City. It sure
would be a shame it we had 1o
go out of the county just to tly.
i'm the firsi to admit that |
bring my kite closer than is
comtortable to pedesinans, cars,
and sunbathers. But | know
that if | cause any damage to
any person or property | will be
responsibie. | followed a
pedesirian one time and made a
threatening {but safe) motion
with my kite. The guy didn"
have a sense of humor so when
he walked past me | said "
wasn't gonna hit you" His reply
was, "Don't worry, | have 2a
good lawyer”. From then on, my
rule of thumb was "If they don't
think ils fun, leave them alone™
One of the advantages of
having the San Diego Kile Ciub
in existence is the fact that we
have a recognized voice in the
community. But on the other
side of the coin, those opposed
o kite flying have an organiza-
tion that they can now complain
1o. Kites are another way we
have 1o help fulfil mankind's
dream to fly Let's not gel
grounded by careiessness. Fly
responsibly or don't tly at ali.

Ron Despojado is an avid stun
kite flior and SDKC ireasurer.
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So You're Ready For More
Team Flying by Dom smith

(Part two 1in a series)

At this point, you should

have the following: sel flying
order, proper fly line lengths for
each posiion, and compatible
kiles with matched luning.

Begin flying large figure

eight patterns with each kite
eight to ten feel behind the one
in from of t. This is the basic
“follow the leader” or "in line"
formation. The lead pilot should
make wide turns and fly a.
smooth path so that the follow-
ing pilots can work on maintain-
ing a consistent space between
kites and flying on the same
line as the lead pilot
Remember: body movemenl e-
quals speed control. For ex-
ample, it the second kile in the
formation is 100 close 1o Ihe
lead kite, the second pilot
should step forward to slow the
kite down. If the third kite in
the formation is too far away
from the second kite, the third
pilot should step back to speed
the kite up.

There are several different

ways to turn a kite. [t 1s impor-
tant that each pilot use the

same turn method in order to
achieve synchronization. The
three basic lypes of turns are
the pull turn, the push turn, and
the snap of punch turn. The
pull turn is the most common
type of twurn.  Pulling the feft
handie will make the kile turn
left. The push turn offers the
most control over kite speed
and wrn size. Pushing the left
handie forward will make the
kite turn righl. The push turn is
very important for team flying
and should be used whenever
possible.  The snap tuin is
similar to the push turn, and is
used to make angular tumns,
such as squares of triangles.
Snap turns are a lot like jab
gunches in boxing. With the
andles side by side, punch for.
ward quickly with your nght
hand and the kite will turn
sharply to the lei. Four con.
seculive right hand punches will
produce a square.  Praclice
snap turns individuatly, trying_ al
first 10 make 90 turns. he
greater the wind speed, the
taster the punch necessary to
make a 90 tumn.

When all of the pilols are
comfortable maintaining even

This 1s a
North Shore Radical ™

...and this is the San Diego
company that builds them.

Top of the Line®

Together with talented flvers, there isn’t much
they haven’t won this vear

1-800-637-6371

3015 8t. Charies PL.
San Diego, CA, 92110

Phone (6191 2245508
Fax. (519)224-5557
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spacing, or when everyone is
bored to death from doing end.
less figure eights, it's time lo try
the first trick or maneuver  The
first and most common trick is a
full turn in line (Figure 1). The
lead pilot should decide what
the command will be called; for
example, example “Full tumn,
half sky, left, ready. break’
Note that the name of the
maneuver was given, the size of
the turn, the direction, a warn-
ing, and the cue to begin the
maneuver. |t is a good idea 10
call all of these things for each
maneuver, as each pilot musl
get used 1o the rhythm of the
lead pilot's cadence. Mt is impor-
tant that each piot wait until
“break" is uttered before initial-
ing the turn.  The lead pilot
should be careful not to jump
the gun on the cue. The follow-
ing pilots should not rely solely
on the cadence of the lead pilot,
they should also be waiching
the nose of the lead kite. When
the nose of the lead kile begins
to move, the other pilots should
also begin turning. Make sure
that each pilot is using the same
turning method.

he lead pilot should
make sure that the kites are in
line when the cue is given and
that the kiles are in comparable
parts of the wind window. If the
lead kite is on the right edge of
the wind and the other kiles are
in or near the center when the
cue is given, it will be very dif-
ficult 10 keep the kiles matched
as the lead kite will turn much
slower than the other kites.

The lead pilot should
focus on making a perfect circle
during this maneuver. If the
lead kite makes an eqg instead
of a circle, the following kiles
should also make eggs Instead
of trying 1o make perfect circles.

The following pilols should
focus on the nose of the lead
kite as much, if not more than
their own kiles. The most com-
mon  error made  during  this




FULL TURN HALF SKY LEFT

LCIOO,

321

GROUND

FIGURE 1

maneuver is when one kile
lurns oo soon or loo late and
the pilol tries 1o correct the
liming error by “cutting" or
"cheatin?" the turn instead of
walking forward or backward to
adjust the kite speed. Figure
out how much of a push is re-
&Jired 1o make a half sky turn.

hen the cue is given by the
lead pilot to begin the turn,
each pilot should ease the
proper hand forward and lock
hand positions. This will train
everyone 1o move in order 1o
- control speed.

As you can see, there is a
lot involved in even a simple
trick like “full turn, half sky, left*

Actually, this  particular
maneuver is one of the most dit-
ficult 1o perfect, even for the
best of teams. Mastery of this
maneuver is critical because
synchronized turns appear in
most of the compulsory figures
leams are required to fly in
competition. This maneuver is
robably the genesis of team
lying.

The "full turn, half sky,
left” has been beaten to death
in this article, not to punish the
reader, but to show how a
maneuver should be dissected
so lhat il may be masiered.
Break each maneuver, regard-
less of how simple, into basic
parts and praclice, practice,
practice. raw each new
maneuver on paper first so that
each pilot can see what paltern
is being flown. Next, have each
member lake a kite spar (or
something simifar) in hand and
trace the routine in the air. This
will give the tlyers an idea of the

liming involved.

Keep the new maneuvers
simple at first.  Avoid moves
that require two or more sets of
flying lines to be wrapped
around each other more than
once. This will save a lot of
money in fly lines because the
fly line itself often becomes
twisted during these types of
tricks. These twists can cause
the lines to bind up, making
controlled flight impossible. The
amount of friction on the lines is
also increased during wraps,
Ieadin? to line fatigue and
possib! 1)‘\ breakage.

e American Kiteflyers
Association publishes a ruie
book for competitive sport kite
competition. The rule also
contains  fourteen  different
maneuvers for team flying.
Dissect and practice each of
these tricks. Doing this wilt help
ou 1o develop patterns and
igures of your own. Copies of
the AKA rule book are available
from the San Diego Kite Club,
or directly from the American
Kiteftyers  Association, 1559

"Rockville Pike, Rockville, MD

20852.

REMEMBER: SAFETY IS THE
RESPONSIBILITY OF THE
FLYER, NOT THE SPECTATOR.,
Pe smart, fly safe, and have
tn.

Dorn Smith is a member of the
Killer Boos and is nationally
known for his in the
oo ofsvamEisn.
upcoming issues -
and possibly a seminar if we
can twist his arm.
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Hyperkites over
Venice (beach)

By Eric Olaes

The 2nd Annual

Kaleidoscope Kites Fun Fly was
held in front of one of the
world's most famous boardwaiks
in  Venice Beach. Silvana
Montero, who OWNSs
Kaleidoscope Kites, said, “Yeah,
2nd Annual, that means {'ve
been here for two years aiready!
There weren't as  man
single-liners as | had expecied,
but the Mega-Fly more than
made up for that "

hat Silvana was refer-
rHng to was the imprompiu
demonstralion by 11 people

flying team maneuvers. Thal in

itselt is a pretty amazing feat,
bul what made it phenomenal
was that everybody was tlying
Hyperkite 12-stacks with 40 foot
tails. That's 132 kites in all, and
that took up alot of air space!
That's over $7500 worth of cus-
tom kites. Traffic on the
boardwalk came to a standstill
while the demonstration was
going on. The team consisied
of the Bay Area Sundowners,
the Hyperkite Elite Flight Team,
Peter Shields, Seth Goidman
{two bystanders, who jumped
inlo the fray) and Silvana flying
het stack of a dozen blue roses.

It staried with Randy Tom,
our leader, taking our Hyperkite
Elte Team up to do some
warm-up routines. As soon as
our four man team was ai-
borne, two of the Sundowners
came “uP and started flying near
us. e all started to wonder
what the heck these guys were
doing. | heard Randy say,
"There's no room up here for
them, if another one of them
comes up, we're going down!”

At ihis point, one of 1he
Sundowners came over and
asked it he could play
Unbeknownst to us, the
Sundowners had been planning
this Me?a-Fly since the Belmonl
Nationals, and soon the sky was
filled with Hyperkites. At firsl
we just hovered at the top of the
window wondering whal io do
next, then Randy yelled "Follow
me!* and we snaked back and

forth across the sky. What an
awesome sight, what an
awesome feeling, the sky was
tilled to capacity with
Hyi)efkiles. We did a hu?e
walk-around, whete the kites Hy
in a big circle, and the Hyers
walk around each other to keep

the lines from wrapping. When -

there were only the two teams
left (eight flyers) we slarted 10
do threads and other team
maneuvers. Mega- fly 1l is
being planned for the Berkeley
Kite Festival in July with a
promise of more thrils, chills,
and hopetully no spills!

Other  interesting  events
included informal seminars on
"How to  Fourline  Your
Skynasaur® and "How To Gel
Your First Stunter Up In the Air”

Ehman, one of Silvana's
employees, brought out his
stack of seven Hot Wings. The
Hot Wing is a new inexpensive
“Starter” stunietr that has taken
Venice by storm. i've flown it
and iis HOT, but put seven
together and it will liierall¥ pult
you right out of your socks!!! it's
almost better than a workout al
Golds  Gym. Another
interesting kite at the Fly was a
mini Cyborgi made by Mike
Sterling. t measured only
about 30 inches across, but il
sure did buzz around in the stitf
ocean breezes.

Venice is unique,
interesting, and a greal place
for a kite fly. It has wide
beaches, lenty of good
unobstructed wind, and there's
always alol of people 10
impress!  And when you put
our kite down for a little
reather, you can do what
everybody else does there,
People Walch.

mmwumg
Hyperkites a regu
contributor 10 SKY-LINES.

PPPDP
ARan
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How To Fly Six Revolutions

..Continued from page 1

normal pultrusion methods?" By
lhe time he had detailed the
kite's state-of-the-art construclion
and gone through lhe unique
bridle adjustmenis, a steady 16
M.PH. began to pick up any-
!hing not nailed down. Having a
wind meter kept everone honest
- the wet thumb estimate was at
least 25 MPH The
Hadzicki Brothers {minus 1 -
David had wandered off on an
errand) flew a demonstration
made more interesling by Jim's
lealher-soled shoes, which made
very efficient skis. Jim finished
tlhe demonstration in his socks.
A lot of imaginalion was required
with only iwo fliers, but it's
hoped that we will see the com-
plete show soon. Combined
with the information pul out,
there was a lot learned by those
who listened and waiched intent-

During the raftie, Team
Rev gave away something to
everyone. There
were hats, shirts, ang cloisonne
pins for every licket. After the
raffle, Joe rubbed his hands
together and said, "Who would
like to' go tirst?” For the next
three hours, anyone who came

Where’s the brakes on this thing?

by got first hand
instruction on a
Revolution.

The
Brothers
Revolution taught
everyone
something in just
a few minutes.
Nice guys, to take
a second 1o
explain up and
down and then let
even the most
novice kite flier
test crash a 3250
kite. Some of the
really good fliers
learned new
tricks. Nolhing
was broken, even
ash_ tge wind
whipped up gusts
of 24 MPH

The big
single line kites
were brought
down before they
were 100 severly
tested. To Team
Revoiution, being severly lesled
means one thing: the six-stack.
Joe didn't need any prodding 1o
bring out the muli-colored
monsler.

Set-up
took aboul five
minules, with
the leading kile's
massive
aluminum trame
was instafled
last. The shalts
were about as
big around as
my thumb, and
the bridles
looked nearly as
stout.  Joe laid
ot the fow
2001b. test lines
and launched
the stack easily,
the six kites
doing his
bidding. Then a
gust pulled him
stidin? across
the field. He
showed us how
to do the basic
figure eight, and
then handed the
handles 1o Ron
Despojado. Ron
can fly with the
best of them,
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Ron Despojado hangs on throught & turn.

and recently took a close
second lo Scoll Augenbaugh at
the Cal Cpen.

So when Ron went
careening off over the hill on his
back, out of contrel, | fell my
stomach knot. He recovered in
a flash, bouncing onto his feet,
Ripping olf a couple of beautiful
floats that should have been im-
possible with a stack, Ron
showed us he still had il. Then
he handed it to someone else. |
heard him laugh that laugh, the
one that sorl of escapes your
throal involuntarily, fike after a
roller coaster ride.

| walched as other fiers
grass skied behind the revs,
straining 10 torque the handles
hard enough to turn all that sail
area. Soon | was the only one
leftt Could 1| get out of this
somehow? 1 had 1o be nuts |
had only flown a Revolution a
few times betore this.

Ready or nof, | was
handed the conirols as Joe as-
swed me | wouldn't break the
kite - but it | did he wouldnl
charge me. My palms began 1o
sweat. looked around 1he
field, sand was blowing off the
beach, trees bowed at ihe
trunks, and people heid on 1o
their hats. | gripped ihe hand-
les and asked everyone to move



out of the way.

teaning back and
snapping the handles down and
lowards me, | pulled the stack
into the air. The slack began
climb slowly at first, then took
off, dragging me forward about
20 feel. The kite turned like a
Rev - it was jusl six limes as
hard. As | tried 10 muscle the
train through a right hand turn, |
came 1o the edge of the window
and lost lift, sitting down hard.
Coming around the kile stood
me back up.

| managed 1o keep il
and me - off the ground through
a tull figure 8. My wrisls were
shot alter a few more turns, so |
handed it back and took a
breather. Then | went back for
moie abuse. | was hooked. |
i3 impossible to Iranslate inlo
words, as il is with much about
kite flying. In this case there is
an adrenaline rush you have to
feel for yourself. So the next
time the six-headed monster
rears its head, 1'il be there.

The suthor getting the hang of the
Revolution Six-Pack.
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THE Revolution Kite Company
is located far enough ug in
Rose Canyon off Morena Bivd
to make you wonder if the
owners believe in earlthquakes.
On the far wall is a Randy Tom
“Sister” Revolution, and the
separating wall as you come in
ends at shoulder height - in the
shape of a Revolution. A family
operation, brithers Joe, Jim, and
David Hadzicki all run the busi-
ness, white their sister Loily
keeps the oftice rtunning
smoothly. We spoke with Jim
and Joe, as David - a profes.
sional golfer - doesn'l spend a
tot of time in the otfice.

The two brothers spoke en-
thusiastically about their busi-
ness, and it became clear that
they spurred each other on in a
positive way, often finishing
each others' sentences. Smart,
afliculate, and funny, { was
easy to see how Team
Revolution made friends.

SDKC: How long ago did you
stant this thing? ow did it
stan?

REVCO: Back in 1988, we
started playing around with kites
and wehad a lol of fun. We
found that the other
two-stringers were good but we
got kinda bored with them after
a while. We made some prelty
ood ones for ourselves but we
new the market didn't need
another two-siringer al the time
S0 we just kept playing with it a
little bit further.

SDKC: It was your idea trom
the 7gel-go to design a quad-line
kite?

REVCO: !t was our idea trom
the get-go 1o make a kite that
would radically perform or
outperform what was already
out there. That included the®
two-lines. it didn't matter
whether it was three-lines, or
four-lines, or five-lines, the main
thing was the performance, so
we iried three lines on Deltas,
we tried four lines on Deltas
and found a lot of ditficullies.
Finally we came 10 a standsiill
for several months 1l be
reapproached the problem from
more of an aircraft perspective.
SDKC: And when was that?
REVCQ: Basically, | think
QOctober '88 we had the design
sel oul. We named il and did
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the graphics, started bringing
the program together. At thal
point, we realized that it was so
radical that we started working
on the patent.

SDKC: When did you know you
were going to go into the
business before it actually iook

lace?

EVCQO: | don't think we were
really that sure of a business. I
didn't matfler what we were
‘working on, we could be
working on cars, on houses... of
we could be working on kites.
We were always looking for
something that would work.
And when the design came
through on this, it was obvious
from the way it flew that it was
marketable.

SDKC: Do either of you have a
background in aerodynamics?
Or was it just inventiveness that
led you to this?

REVCO: (Joe) I've got a
degree in chemical engineering
and a litie bit of background in
aeronautics design stuff. I've
worked for some people that are
fanatics about aeronautics. S0
you start reading about this stutt
and learning about it and you
start experimenting more with
model airplanes and that type of
thing. hat's where the idea
came from - the aircrafi.

SDKC: How did you know to
create the independently fiexible
winas? _ o
REVCO: With the Delta wing, it
was not a stable plattorm for
reverse flight. It did alot of
inleresting things on quad lines
except you can't really stop il
and back it up.  You slart
backing it up and it becomes
unsiable_because of the single
wing. Then we just dropped
everything and said, wait a
minute if we want it 10 do this,
this and 1his, we need two
wings independently controlled,
spread apart so you have a
moment controlling them 1o gain
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stability.

SDKC: So you cleared away all

the misconceptions other people
had and started anew.

REVCO: Yes, it ook a while

We lried everything out and it

just didn't work so we tried a

different  approach. We
probably weni about four or five
months on the Deita and then

everything stopped dead for
about three month and then the
idea came up. The first
protolype  insiantly  showed
gromise Without the

ackground, we wouldn't have
come up with it. That's why il
hasn't come up before. Kiting's
only been around for a couple
of thousand years. I's so
obvious when you look at it.
But then it's not that obvious.
SDKC: 1 is yet you conceived
the idea, no one slole it from
ou and you got it oul there
irst. That's an achievemeni,
REVCO:. We used to go out to
the backcountry and haul it
behind a pickup truck to see
how many miles per hour the
structure couid handle but we
couldnt go out here near the
waler doing that or for _
sure someone would steal it
from us. Bul when were
working on the patents we were
doing our testing out where it
was isolated.

SDKC: We've seen a lot of

copies, a lot of different

take-offs.

REVCO: There's a lot of
misconception about how we

teel about it being our's but we

don't realiY care if people build
their own for their own personal
use. Since il's the only product

we sell, if someone else tries 1o

sell one. ..

SDKC: You'll enforce the
atent? Because you made the
reakithrough and got the

concept?

REVCO: That's right. It's been

a long haul.
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SDKC. What is the Revolution

kite really ail about? Tell us
how you see it
REVCO: It's the fun of three

axis control. This can be an ex-
tension of you: it's more intri-
cate. You can animate this kite,
put life into it, and keep thinkin
up new moves constanly.
baby learns how to walk, an ath-
lete learns how 10 run; you go
through slages. We see things
we never thought of all the time
- and we designed the kite. It's
another way 10 test your limits.
And it's a show-off's dream!
SDKC: What changes have you
made from the first Revolution,
and how has the kite changed?
REVCO: We didn't rea!lir) make
any big changes - the biggesi
change was of course the
name. For one thing it was
hard for people 10 know what it
was - the Neo-Omega - you had
to have a Greek background -
"Nec” meaning “"New" and
"Omega” meanin% final.  QOur
slogan was "The Final Word in
New Design” We fell pretty
confident that we had made a
major jump in kiling, we fel
pretty good, but people just
couldn't read the stogan, didn't
undersiand it - the kile really is
revolutionary so we decided 1o
change the company name to
Revolution. There was also an
individual in Colorado who had
named a kile "Omega" that we
didn’t know about. = We didn't
want the confusion and we
never came ino the market to
lread on anyone's toes. We had
a very good Delta design but
the fast 1thing the markel
needed was another Delta.
SDKC: When you tinally got the
thing ino production was it im-
mediately a greal success?
When did you know that you
had made it?

REVCO:. You mean as far as
customers wanted it?

SDKC: You had to know for
yourself that it was revolution-
ary, but when did you know that
you had been recognized for
that?

REVCO: | guess it was the
1989 Trade Show here in San
Diego. H happened to be in
San Diego thal year. What luck!
Right here in our home town.
We decided that since il flew so
differently than anylhing else,
still pictures of it wouldn't do it

justice. So we shot it on video.
But then we got to the show late
to set up - it stifl hadn'l officially
opened {o buyers yet - and we
sel up the video first. While we
were selting up our stalic dis-
play, all the other manufac-

turers  crowded around the
video! Within 30 minutes we
had a line of people waiting to
buy the kite. 1t kept up for three
days straight. eople would
come back laler and stand in
line to order more. Angd it was
international, too.

SDKC: How was the interna-
tional response?

REVCO: Japan is much quicker
to react than the US. in terms
of new ideas like this. But it's
jusl tike it is here as tar as sales
0. For every kite out there
lying, we sel ithree more.
We've fallen behind several
times, jusl trying to get out or-
ders. It business had been any
better, it could have broken us.
We are trying to maintain con-
froiled growth.

SDKC:  How does this new
biood  affect the industry?
Where do you see the kiting in-
dustr goin%?

REVCO: 1 hope we are adgreal
addition to the kite world. |
know we have interested a lot of
fliers who were bored with stuni
kites.  We've walched people
walk by the field, not even look
up at all the two-lines, and stop
and watch us for 20 minutes.
Just waiting to see one par-
ticular  move over again.
Especially the full speed dive,
stop, hover and spin away. The
first time people see it, they
remember it.  And that's what
we bring to kiting, and new
blood s going to heip
everybody. That's how we
came into this -we never wanted
to crowd anyone, or step on
anybody's toes. We just want
the whole movement to grow
And that will help everybodr.
That's where the kite club really
helps.

SDKC: That's what we're here
for. To help the sport grow as a
whole.

REVCO: It's a littie like a cir-
cus. You can't just have tigers.
You have lo have lions and
bears and elephants, too.
Bringing in zebras won't hurt
the show We hope the whole
thing will come together as a
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group. We are on a first name
asis with all the other manufac-
turers in San Diego, and that's
we aren‘t releasing our delta.
SDKC: What do you get trom
the kile club?
REVCO: Safet?(, and education.
It should really stem from the
kile club. If everyone has safety
tn mind when they go out on the
tield, and isn't afraid to tell
others, we won't see kites out-
lawed. Because it could easily
come 1o that.
SDKC: What is the downside of
all this?
REVCO: it's a business. We
ol info il because we liked to
ly, but now we gel to fly about
once a month. And the travel is
a real pain after a whiie, But it's
ours, and we like i
SDKC: Whal's the best thing
about being in the business?
REVCO: Everything we do is on
the positive side of life. We teel
good about making money
making people happy, because
noone buys our product be-
cause they're forced to. They
want 1o, and they'll have fun
with it.

San Diego _
ITE —
CLUB
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IR Heralded as the "“Shewplopper” 41 Ihe
1989 K1A convention
I Formerly Weos Omega
Reveletina Kter (419) 214-EB14 1013 C Cairvaend Drime

ity W1 Dinbge] smie 4171
Dadiet IpriH ki Son Diage. CL 9117

I Exclasively designed for 4 ine conlrols

I Rasic maneuvers include kerwaed aed reverse
Thght, inslanineoirs Hopoing: propeller-fike spins.
ipted comirnd.

]
ENTERPRISES

The Sport Kite Professionals
129 Samoo Cour, San Ramon, CA 945683
1415) 735ROME » FAX: {415} 7357450

Specializing in Promotions of
Sport Kiting Events

Exfibutions. iorge and smal},
* Grand Openings
* Special Events
® Team Exhibikons
*+ lomge Kites

Sponsors of. Pravoiting Winds
Team Bohica

‘'The Kite

Ouiveringbon high
tethered by just

a piece of string
colors flash
across the sky

a friend indeed

Fly the
South Bay

Sky

A Bayfront wonderiand for
kiteflyers can be found in Chula
Vista. Just take the J Street
exil off 1-5 and there you are.

You'll discover two parks
with varied flying conditions.
First 1s the Marnna park, located
by the boat launch. Here you'l
find a long strip of tield, not
very wide, extending along the
shoreline with picnic tables and
small shade trees. You caich
the wind off the water pushing
up from the rocks. Behind you
is a large open parkin? area. A
great spat for single line kites,
but nol recommended for stunt
kites. There are other areas 1o
fly around the entry way of the
park, but the wind i1sn't as con-
stant.

Second is the Bayside
Fark which can be reached by
traveling a bil further down J
Street, then make your wa
around the Marina and R.V.
park, down to the shore. To
your right as you enter at the
north end of the parking lot, is a
?ood size, open field about 200
eet wide, from the road to the
rocks. Made for kite flying. At
the left and right of the field are
tables and trees.

You'll find a snack-bar at
the south end for food and
beverages, and a shefl fishing
pier. This is an excellent place
for weekend outings, so get an
early start. Come play.in South
Bay and may the wind be al-
ways al your back.

-Ron Riddle

r

that cheers and
occupies your mind
responsive yel

with a mind of its own
Al times unpredictable
In the wind

1ugging lugging 1o

be tree

And |

like the kite

ride steady

in the wind

tethered by those

who love and

care for me

yel at times in this

strong wind called life
become erratic and unpredictable
lugging tu%;lng 10 be free
tugging to be me

-Donald Kent

Yy
cAexs Ly

Quick Figure-Eight Winders

from CAREY
The Best Method for
High strength, light weight, Keeping Your Lines
injection-molded plastic in Neatly Stored.
popular day-glow colors.
Many other uses include: 3% wide 7% tll
« Hi Fl)‘EYS 2% ounces
« Dual line kites
¢ Quad line kites PAT. NO. (260,479
« Fighter kites
+ Kite tails Best Wholesale Prices Nationwid:
- Fishing lines Dealer Inquiries fnvited.

FOR MORE [NFORMATION, WRITE OR CALL:
P.O. Box 151740, San Diego, California 92175-0895

(619) 697-8557, Phone + 697-2405, Fax
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What does that store sell?

Localed in the Point Loma

Piaza on Midway Drive, All
About Kites is aplly named.
Walking into the slore from the
fresh looking complex, complete
with a supermarket and a Sport
Chalet just next door, one gels
the feeling that anything
remotely associated with kites is
here somewhere. The walls, the
tloar, the ceiling; all are neatly
covered with kites andg kiting ac-
cessories.  As Jim Netlles, the
owner, will tell you, iIf he
doesn't have it, he'll order it for
you. A friendly smile and quick
wil are usually in evidence, and
on those rare occasions when
he's gone, Chuck Brooks fills in,
as he did while Jim and | sat on

the benches in front of his store’

soaking up the San Diego sun.
This interview is excerpled from
our conversation.

SDKC: First of all, how did you
get started in kites?

JN: It was aboul eight years
ago, back in '83. A friend
dragged me into a kile store,
and made me pay about $70 for
a stunt kite and lines. | hated
him for about three weeks until |
went out to fly it. The first time
| took it out was al Long Beach
in Washington. | flew for about
hat an hour, and then a guy
came out and sel up next to me

with a bigger kile. | put mine
down and went over and
begged him 1o let me fly the big
one - he let me try it for about a
minute.  Then | walked Iwo
miles into town and spent about
$200 on a bigger kite and have
been hooked ever since.
SDKC.  So you're like most
people then?
JN: Yes - $70 for a kite, you've
ot 10 be crazy!

DKC: For the first one. ..
JN: Yes it's been downhill ever
since. Every time | see a new
kite, | have got to have . M
first kite was an Avenger; | thin
it was (he only stunt kite on the
market. Yeah, it's been a lot of
fun ever since.
SDKC: Did you hke Long
Beach?
JIN: Yes, it's a great place to fly
kites. The weather's lousy most
ot the lime, but it always blows
and | wasn't too far from home
in Seattle - about a 21/2 hours
drive. | used to go down on
Friday night, fly Saturday and
Sunday - that was the biggest
reason for going down there.
The beaches there are about
twenty-tive miles long. It's real-
ly nice, you can drive up and
down the beaches if you want
to. And you can go and Hy with
the other people down there.
There's always somebody flying.
SDKC: When did you come to

San Diego?
JN:  Abowl four years ago.
Then | decided about three
Keats ago that there weren'l any
ite shops between San Diego
and Newport Beach so | opened
up a small shop in Oceanside in
the downtown area by the pier.
SDKC: Was that All About Kites
loQ?
JN: No, it was called Sky Toys.
After about a year and a half up
there, | starled questioning
people about where they were
coming from. Aboul 10% of the
geople were coming from Camp
endleton and aboutl 80% of the
pecple were coming from south
of Encinitas. The other 10%
were coming from the Carlsbad
area, so | decided to take the
plunge, move down and find a
place close 1o Mission Bay as
that seemed to be the hottest
flying area in the whole of San
Diego. | spent about four
months and put 10,000 miles on
my car just driving from the kite
fields and away .. and more of
less decided by default on this.
There really isn't that much
relail space around that's close.
SDKC: Well this is really an
ideal location. It's only about
five minutes by Sea World Drive,
JN:  It's about two miles from
most of the kite flying in the
area - and we have parking
which is a big plus.
SDKC: When did you actually

ogen?

JN.  About a year ago last
October.

SDKC: Was it a struggle gelling
starled?

JN: [He rolls his eyes and nods
emphaticallg} Oh yes, always a
struggie. ig cash outlay for
signs up front, rent, deposits -
getling the thing fixtured oul -
getling enough inventory to fill i
up. You end up owing a lot until
you get a clientele built up.
We've got a lot of people help-
ing us now - oul flying kites.
We get a lot of referrals from
customers. We lake care of
them - 1it's the besl advertising -
somebody breaks something
and i needs tc be fixed | lix it
for 'em ... generally a nominal
charge or nothing at all.

page 17




SDKC  What kinds of problems
did you have getting the busi-
ness slarted?

JN.  Biggest problem 15 letting
pecple know where you are.
Normal  advertising  channels
don't really reach the people we
need to reach. So tew people
really fly kites compared to the
population. Newspapers are a
waste of time unless you've got
a big adverttzing budget - this
stuff needs 10 be done every
week, every week, every week
and you don't know exactly
where to put it  We have kite
flyers come in from 30 or 40
miles around, and your advertis-
Ing budget really gets spread
thin. Radio doesn't really reach
the people. What | finally
started doing was, | got
everyene | could talk inte going
out and handing out flyers and
fiying kiles. The more kiles you
get in the air, the more business
you get. [ don't care if i's for
me or for Victor or for Carol - #t
helps the whole industry. Just
gel as many kites in the air as
you can. Fliers start talking
about kiting - then they'll find
out where to go shop. It's fairly
limited where you can go o buy
kites in San Diego, there are
basically only the three of us.
SDKC: It seems lo us - the
hard core kiters - that for every
one of us, there must be twenty
peapte out there who look up
and see a Revolution or even a
twin line stunter and say "Wow,
I've never seen anything like
that before” Do the facts bear
that ocut? Are there a Iol of
people who just need to be in-
troduced to it?

JN. We have a lot of people in
who have seen the kites flying
and drop in on the way (¢ the
grocery store. They say they
can't believe there is something
such as a kite store - they would
never have known where {0 go
for a kite. Normally those
peopie end up walking out with
a ke About S50% ot the
pecple who see a kile more
than once or twice end up
buying them . about 100% of
the people who wind up with
one in ther hands ends up
buying one. They go out on the
Boardwalk, someone says, here
- why not give it a try. They lry
it one trme and they're hooked.
[He laughs] Sometimes | feel
like a pusher - once they buy a

kile, they're a customer for hfel
SDKC In the Club, we wan! 1o
turther that  What do you think
i5 the nght way 1o promole
kiting?

JN- Organizing events.  Righl
now it's going o be kind of
slow. only Club members.
And the location of the event is
really important. | know our
competition 15 out on Fiesta
Isiand now' Big wide area - lois
of wind, but W's out on an
Isfand. There are not a lot of
people just driving by The first

- year of the Beimont Naficnal

was in Mariner's Park
SDKC Everybody seems to say
that was great.
JN:  VYes if was on a beach
fromt.  You could go to the
beach and sit anywhere you
wanted te, then walk over 1o
Mariner's Park to watch the
kites. West Mission Bay Drive
was loaded that weekend A lot
of people came 10 waltch the
kites. We reached a lot of
people - it really was a big plus
for kites We had a booth sel
up there for selling kiles and we
sold a lot of moderately priced
kites - small and medium sized.
Last year at the Nationals, we
sold almost exclusively top dol-
lar kiles - high-lech, big kiles
We sold to kite flyers last year
The year before we sold to
non-kile flyers. So it showed
me our crowd were kite flying
people, the year before we al-
tracled a lot of new blood to the
spor
SDKC: That's why we're s0 ex-
cited about Del Mar - the new
bicod. Do you feel that thal's
ood for you n the long run?
oesn't getting people involved
with the dollar kites eventually
lead o some of those geople
becoming your customers’
JN:  Probably the best thing
that happened to San Diego
was the Ultra-Wing Price Club
sold last year They sold
ihousands of them. | know of at
least 150 stunt kite sales 1 got
from that. People came In
wanting a better kite It got a lot
of people staried.
But any time you get people
into the ftieild flying kites, it's
good.
{ don't gel nto the cheap
market because | can't compete
- | can't buy them wholesale.
We try to stick with a kite that i1s
going to Iast, they're going 1o

page 18

buy another kie to adg to the
rrst kite.. not 1o replace it
SDKC: Whal's the worst thing
about having your own store?
JN. The worst thing 15 nol
having much time 1o tly kites!

I went out not oo long ago, and
| realized 1t was the first 1ime I'd
flown since Christmas
how much | love it!
SOKC. And 1he best thing?

JN The best thing is dealing
with people buying toys for
themselves. A ot of happy
pecple have walked out of my
store with a big smile on therr
face They're spending the
money to have fun with, not be-
cause they have to - and they
get a lot of value far the money.
Kites aren't cheap, bul you buy
a kie one ume and fly it for a
litetime.  There is very little up-
keep or maintenance. And
anyone can fly kites.

SDKC: That's very true. And
there i1s a lol of interaction on
the kite fieid.

JN. Exactly You go out to kite
flies and you find people trom
barely born to . you know, 85 or
90 years old, and they alt have a
good time  People complain
about how crowded the fieids
are. Well, you fly for a coupie of
hours, and you talk to people for
a while - people you wouldn't
normally see over dinner... there
are new faces on the kite field
almost every day. Of course,
that's where field etliquetie
comes in.  And where the club
can help out a lot. We can real-
ly help to promote safe kiting,
and more peopie will enjoy
themselves.  The worst thing
that | can imagine is for some-
one 1o come in and tell me they
didn't enjoy themselves with a
kite. Sometimes we need 10
remind ourselves o have fun.
We go through life every day
building up pressure, and we all
need some way of releasing
those tensions. And enjoy lhe
weather! | came trom Seattle,
and it's like this [sunny, warm,
and windy] about 25 days ocut of
the year |He laughs] Some
people don't realize what
they've got.

| forgot

All About Kiles is located at
3689-B Midway Drive, (next 1o
Sport Chalet) in Point Loma.
Call 224-1610.



WORLD KITEFLYING
RECORDSLARGEST

LARGEST KITE

The record for largest kile was
set by a Duich team on the
beach at Scheveningen, The
Netherlands, with a kie of
5,952 square feet (553 square
melers). The inflatable airfoil,
weighing 506 pounds (230
kilograms), was first flown 8
August 1981. The ten-member
leam consisted of Han
Brandenburg, Marlies  van
Dullemen, Cees van Hengel,
Gerard van der Loo, Bert van
Nierop, Pen van Roon, Wilma
Stam, Gijsbert van Seumeren,
Harm van Veen, and Maarten
Wijsman. The kile has flown
numerous limes in  several
countries and is slill ftying as of
the date of this report.

OTHER LARGE KITES

3500 or 3640 square fool
arafoill made and flown by
arry Osborne  and  the
Edmonds Community College

Kite Team in Seattie,
WAshington, WUSA, on 3
October 1980.

2890 or 2950 square foot Edo
(rectangle) made and flown by
members of the Shirone Kite
Association in Shirone, Niigata,
Japan, on 20 March 1980.

2827 sguare foot Wan-Wan (a

60 fool  diameter  oval)
reportedly weighing 5500
pounds and flown at
Hoshubana, Japan, between

1909 and 1936 (A similar, if
not the same kite, is reported to

have been buill in 1906,
possibly in the town of
Tokushima, on the island of

Shikoku. Dimensions  and
weight the same).

2250 square foot Edo
(rectangle) measuting 50 x 45
feet, reportedly weighing 1700
pounds, tlown in Japan prior 1o
1854 {I).

1769 scware tool sled. Logan
Fow of Hamilton, New Zealand,
claims to have made and flown
a sled kite of 12 x 13.7 meters
(39.4 x 45 feet). According to
Mr. Fow, "It was big, flew quite
easily, and was very
spectacular. !t was yellow with
black tape to hold it 1 flew
it.at  Onemana by Ihe
sea,.later i Hamilton, in
Napier, and somewhere else. |t
was easy lo build and fly
but.. very dangerous, and il was
for this reason that | finally
dismantled it " The date was
prior {0 1978. No other
details/documnentation available.
1728 square foot Edo
{rectangle) of 48 x 36 feet,
reportedly  weighing 1764
pounds, and flown at
Hoshubana, Japan, between 3
and 5 May--every year without
interruption for the last century
(since about 1880-18907).

LARGEST CODY
Members of the Ciub Aquilonisti
Cetvia Volante, Italy,

construcled a Cody kite with a
fotal sail area of 189 square
feet ot which more than 430
square feet face the wind. The
kite, with a wingspan of 41 feet
and weight of more than 132
pounds, was successfully flown
?nl20 October 1985, in Cervia,
taly.

LARGEST DELTA

The late Tony Cypress of San
Diego and Gene Carey of
Lemon Grove (both California)
joined forces to construcl and
fly a delta kite 37.5 teet high
with a wingspan of 75 feet, for
an area of 1406 square feel on
4 September 1982, in San
Diego. The kite was made of
ripstop nylon with aluminum
spars, and tHew for 25 minutes

the first time out.
PRPPP
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CUSTOMIZED DESIGN
KITES, BANNERS, FLAGS

SILVANA MONTERD
517 0CEAN FRONT WALK
#19 VENICE, CA 80291

213 » 396 « 9699

A Very Special
Thank You

To everyone who has
helped the SDKC become
the fastest growing Kkite
club in the country.
Without your support,
help, and donations we
couldn't have made it this
far. We don't have room
to thank you all by name,
but some of those who
deserve special recog- ni-
tion are:
Victor Heredia, Don & Pat
Tabor, Jim Nettles, Randy
Tom, Don Scovill, Carol
Hamilton, Ron Reich,
Sharon Lai, Dave
Gomberg, Eric Olaes, Ron
Riddle, all the Hadzickis,
Alan Nagao, John Perusse
and everyone who helped
on the SDKC Rokkaku.
Gene Carey’'s generosity,
help, and support has
been immeasurable.
Anyone who was left
out deserves an even big-
ger thank you for going
unrecognized.

KITE FOR SALE: 8' Dslta
Conyne, black with red, orange,
and yellow stripes, 2 / 5ft multi
streamers, complete with 1000’
of 100ib. line on Crankmaster
reel, plus anchor. $50 takes all.
Contact Lee Hobby at 588.
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by Al Hargus il

Regional Director Al
Hargus has writtena
handbook for quad-
line flying, from which

this article has been

excerpted explaining
his method of
converting a dual-fine
kitetoa -line
kite. The handbook
may be ordered
directly from Al —
send $2.50 to

457 Pittsfield Dr.,
Worthington, OH
43085.

The Secrets of Quad-
Line Bridling Your
Two-Line Kite

The use of one or more lines on a controllable kite
allows you to have greater control than you have
with a twoline stunt kite. The extra lines allow you
to change the angle of attack of the kite tosuch an
extent that a complete reverse of direction is some-
times possible. There are also methods for altering
the bridle arrangement of any dual-line stunt kite.

The Quick-Quad Bridie Method

The first method is the simplest arrangement and
allows for easy changeover between quad and dual
methods. (See Diagram #1)The first step in this con-
version is to locate the adjustment line in the bridle
lines of the kite you want to convert. It is usually the
line that the manufacturer has marked for reference.

Locate this reference point. (The normal connection
point for your flying line) Measure the bridle line
(towards the nose}, with'a 6 ft. kite move the mark up
3inches, 16 ft. kite move the point up 8 inches. (Ex-
perimentation will be required for this distance.
More on tuning later) Measure and mark the point
accuratély on both sides of the bridle.

Kiting

Now repeat the process below the manufacturer’s
reference point (Down or away from the nose)
Again, a good starting point is 3 inches for a 6 ft. kite,
8inches for a 16 ft. kite. Measute this bottom point
and mark accurately on both sides of the bridle line.

These TOP and BOTTOM marks are where you will
connect your four flying lines.

The stock stationary bridle-line moves to the center
of these marks.

The method allows you to switch from quad-to dual-
Iine flying mode quickly without altering or remov-
ing the existing bridle. (This method does have some
performance limitations.)

Note: The exact setting of the TOP and the BOT-
TOM marks of the bridle conversions will be dis-
cussed in the tuning section on the next page.

The One-Liner Quad Bridle Method

The next method for quad conversion is relatively
simple. This method requires the addition of a sepa-
rate BOTTOM bridle line. You may also leave the
stock bridle intact, again aliowing for quick change-
over from quad to dual flying mode. (Performance
limitations exist with this method as well )

Measure and cut two lines of the same weight as the
stock bridle lines. This line should be approximately
1ft. lenger than the length of your bottom spreader.
{See Diagram #2) '

This BOTTOM line connects to the bottom leading
edge bridle connection point of the stock bridle and
the center bottom spar bridle point. (Use the same

connection method that exists on the stock bridle.)

TN
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A mark is made on the new BOTTOM line just in-
stalled directly below the stock bridle point that is
marked on the stock bridle. Mark this point accu-
rately on both sides.

This point becomes the BOTTOM connextion point
for the quad flying lines.

Next, move the stock bridle attachment point UP
{towards the nose) 3inches for a 6 ft. wing kite, 8
inches for a 16 ft. wing kite. Mark this point accu-
rately on both sides. This become the TOP connect-
ing point for the quad flying lines.

Note: The two methods of conversion are the best
methods for the beginning quad-line fliers who aren't
sure about quad-line flying and don't want to alter
their kite drastically at this point.

Tuning Converted Quad-line Kites

1 Tune onekiteat a time, not a stack.

2. Assemble the kite and attach the quad Hying,
lines. Make sure that TOP and BOTTOM, LEFT
and RIGHT are attached to the corresponding
handle or strap.

2. Pullonthe TOP two lines; the kite should
launch as normal, if there is sufficient wind.

4, Ifthekite does not launch property or does not
gain sufficient altitude, you may have the TOP
lines too low on the TOP bridle. {Move this
point towards the nose or UP) (Note: This ad-
justment applies to all conversion methods.)

5. Ifthekite Jaunches but noses over (stalls), the
TOF lines may be too high on the hridle, move
down or away from the nose. {Note: This adjust-
ment applies to all conversion methods.)

6.  After you have successfully launched using the
TOP lines only and have become comfortable
with the flight characteristics, do a horizontal
pass at sufficient altitude. As you cross the'sky,
grabboth BOTTOM flying lines and watch the
effect on the kite. If the BOTTOM bridle points
are adjusted properiy you should see a slowing of
the kite's forward motion, actual reverse of di-
rection in some cases. If this does not occur, the
BOTTOM bridle attachment point may be too
high. Move down or away from the nose of the
kite. (Note: This adjustment does not apply to

) the One-line quad conversion method)

7. Aconverted quad-line kite can be Jaunched in
teverse {or upside down) when the bottom bridle

point is adjusted properly. Remember that a
certain amount of success with reverse launich is
PRACTICE AND EXPERIENCE. In the begin-
ning, you may have the bridle adjusted and still
not be able to launch upside down.

8. Youmay note that after several adjustments UP
and DOWN to the TOP and BOTTOM bridle
points, one or the other of the fixed bridle lines
will be slack in flight. Have an assistant check
the kite. You can and should take slack out of
these lines as is necessary.

Note on Tuning

Quad-ine stunt kite flying is a very new segment of
stunt kite flying. Individual experimentation is nec-
essary for each type of kite and for the different con-
version methods available.

By all means, EXPERIMENT!
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Disclaimer:

The author and AKA
have no respor-
sibility for any
gomage tokites
modified according
to this article.

Eai

Worldwide supplier of unique kite accessories

Manufacturing kite apparcl,
jewelry, collcctibles, ctc.

{BOB) 395-9178
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JUNE 8- SUMMER GAMES, 8th Annual, Mvrile Beach. S.C.
Contact Klig’s Kites, (803) 449-28356

JUNE 8, YAKIMA VALILEY KITE FESTIVAL, Yakima, WA. (Regional)

JUNE 15, SDKC MEETING & PHOTOQ SHOQT: Come out and colos the skv for our cameras.
Final Planning for the Del Mar Fair, final 1ssue of membership cards. There will be soft drinks, a

fighter kite competition, and we'll be raffling off a Top Of The Line North Shore Radical and
many other great prizes. Bring the whole familv and have a picnic! Tecolate Shores Field,

E. Mission Bay Drive, south of the Hilton, From !1am till we get too tired to have anv more fun.

JUNE 18 - JULY 7, SDKC DEL MAR FAIR KITE FESTIVAL. Del Mar, CA:
Everv dav's a free dav at the fair for SDKC members. Come flv anvtime from 10am -10pm 7
days a week. Special davs are as follows:

@ JULY 18th, PRESS DAY, Childrens Kite Flv set-up dav for Static Kite Displavs. If

vou want to be on TV, be there well before ! lam.
UNE 23¢d, DE AIR KITE DAY. Topt demonstrati Worlds’® lare.

kite flv. Skv 1 r at dus many other exciting events,
JUNE 24th, SDK TE HISTORY & EDUCATIONAL SEMINAR, 10:00-10:45am

Hobby Show center. RANDY TOM APPLIQUE SEMINAR, 1:00-1:43pm, Hobby Show

center. -

@ JUNE 30th, more demonstrations, hands-on education, and give-aways.

@ JULY 6-7th, TRIBUTE TO THE TROOPS, Bring out all those Red, White ue
Kites, with Top Teams Flving Tributes.

JUNE 22, OREGON STATE SKC, Lincoln Citv, OR. (Regional)
JUNE 28th, NW REGIONAL SKC, Long Beach, WA. (Regional)

JULY CHERRY STUNT FLY, Traverse Citv, M. {Regional

JULY 13th, SEATTLE TIMES KITE FESTIVAL, 4th Annual, Magnuson Park, Seattle, WA.

JULY 20th, 15t ANNUAL SAN DIEGO KITE CLUB COMMEMORATATIVE KITE FLY, At
the Ocean Beach Familv Fun Dav, Collier/Sunset Park (Dusty Rhoads Park). Sunset Cliffs Bivd.

This one vou can't miss, with kids kite contests, food, music, raffles, and of course, the top teams

in San Diego will perform their routines. ANNUAL MEETING AT 10am Sharp, Festivities start
at 11:30. [_)inner and Partv following at undetermined location. Invitations and location will be

Y,

JULY 23-24 FAIRFIELD KITE FESTIVAL, 5th Aanual, Solano Community Collese, Fairfield,
CA.

JULY 27-28 BERKELEY KITE FESTIVAL & CALIFORNIA STUNT KITE CHAMPIONSHIPS
5th Annual, Berkelev Marina, North Waterfront Park, Berkelev, CA. (National)

WE HOPE you enjoyed this newsletter. _
Any delay was unint]entional, and was due ALL ABOUT
1o time-consuming improvements, The
July issue will be published in spite of the KITES
fair, but it will only contain updates and
the calendar of events.

Please us send your comments,

San Diego's Premier Kite Shop

suggestions, and any information you Variety, Quadiity. Service

would like published including

advertisements, to : The SDKC,  3689-B Midway Ur. Sor Dego. CA 921 10
3279 Geddes Dr. San Deigo, CA 92117 (619) 2241610
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D’AMICO

INTING CRAPHICS
%
THE BEST IN PRINTED MATTER

GUARANTEE YOU WON'T FIND BETTER QUALITY AND UNLESS
YOUR BROTHER-IN-LAW IS A PRINTER YOU WON'T FIND LOWER
PRICES OR BETTER QUALITY.
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